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SPIRITS

It is an absolute honour and highlight of my career to talk to
all of you lovely people about Irish Whiskey, a spirit category
that is very dear to my heart and has helped shape my career
as a bartender in Dublin. While I’'m not Irish myself, I have
fallen hopelessly in love with the industry here, and I truly
believe this little island has one of the most innovative,
resilient, and tight-knit spirits communities in the world.

The category of Irish Whiskey took a severe beating in the 20th Century,
several factors eventually contributing to the massive crash of the
industry, often referred to as the “perfect storm”. Luckily for all of us, we
are currently riding the wave of Irish whiskey resurgence and renaissance,
which means we’ve got lots to talk about and, more importantly, plenty to
drink! From all female-led distilleries breaking back into a predominantly
male field to QR codes that allow you to trace the exact grain from a
bottle to the field it came from, we are in an era of innovation, rapid
expansion, and fascinating new liquid.

What [ love about Irish Whiskey is that they never gave up, which speaks
volumes to the Irish character. The distilleries that remained in the latter
half of the 20th Century realised their best chance of survival was
banding together, leading to the formation of Irish Distillers Limited (IDL)
- a consolidation that ensured their longevity.

Today, several distilleries are reviving old brands and leaning into the
industry's rich heritage that had nearly gone forgotten — as well as young
brands forging their own path and leaving their unique mark on the
category. That’s the beauty of Irish Whiskey; we have it all! And there’s
even more on the way!

I cannot wait for us to get started and for you all to become enamoured

with the category; despite how much I have had the pleasure of drinking it
— I still find myself falling for Irish Whiskey over and over again.

Slainte!
- Stefi Fletcher, Bar 1661
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STEFI
FLETCHER

Our Irish Spirits host for March, Stefi Fletcher of Bar 1661.

Hello everyone!
My name is Stefi
Fletcher.

I'm half Swiss, half
English, and currently
work as a bartender at
Bar 1661, a craft
cocktail bar in Dublin.

| started my hospitality
journey in Switzerland
and while | only planned
on coming to Ireland for
three months to learn
more about [rish
whiskey, it turns out the
whiskey is so good that
['ve been here for nearly
seven years! | started
my hospitality career in
a local brewery in Basel.
Since then, 've worked
in various bars, leading
me to make craft
cocktails in my favourite
bar in the world, Bar
1661.

[ love every aspect of spirits production here in Ireland. The community is incredibly close-
knit, and everything is very openly shared; it's one of the many reasons I love working in
Irish hospitality. To have been working with a venue that supports predominantly
independent Irish brands and values has been a fantastic learning curve.

[t continuously pushes me to want to learn more about our beautiful little island!

PG.1






ABOUT
TEELING
SMALL
BATCH

The Teeling family has roots in
Dublin distilling, dating back to
1782. It was there on Marrowbone
Lane that Walter Teeling opened
the first Teeling distillery, sparking
a spirit of entrepreneurship that

is still alive in the family today.

In 2012, a new generation of the Teeling
family set out to bring Irish Whiskey back to
Dublin. Inspired by his family’s legacy and the
rise of craft spirits, Jack Teeling partnered
with his brother Stephen to open the first new
distillery in the city in over 125 years, the
Teeling Whiskey Distillery. Together, they saw
an opportunity and set out to leave their mark
in a category that hadn’t changed in over a
century.

They focused on an innovative approach to whiskey making, inspired
by the global craft movement, and committed to bringing unique
maturation techniques to Irish Whiskey. In their first release, Teeling
Small Batch, hand-selected casks of grain and malt whiskey are

aged in ex-bourbon barrels, then married together, and finally
finished in Central American rum casks. This process—not at all
typical—gives the whiskey layers of flavor and complexity to be
discovered and shared.

Today, Teeling Whiskey is available in over 80 countries globally. It
is proud to have won over 500 international awards, including the
World Whiskies awards for World’s Best Single Malt, World’s Best
Single Grain, and World’s Best Single Pot Still—the only whiskey
brand to have won across multiple categories.

The Teeling Whiskey distillery in the heart of Dublin has been
recoghized as a mustvisit attraction, with over 700,000 visitors
through its doors.

Gareth Jordan (Teeling Brand Ambassador) and Ivana Maresic joined
PDXCW Distance Learning for a lively look at how honoring historical
connections while innovating for the future can be a boon for the
local economy. Much like Dublin’s distilling revival was spearheaded
by Teeling, its cocktail renaissance has been furthered by Bar
1661's "Staunchly Irish and Fiercely Independent" approach to
showcasing all that the island has to offer through menus that tell
the story of Ireland's rich history through a contemporary lens.

WATCH ON
YOUTUBE

WATCH ON
FACEBOOK
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