


“Say it loud,
I'mBlack and
I'm Proud”

-James Brown

Welcome to Black History Month 2024.

2024.. It feelslike just yesterday we were inthe pits of
2020... Uprisings, Social Justice, Black Bartenders using
their voiceinthe world.. And here we are in 2024. SO much
progress has been made but we stillhave SOFARto go.

NOW, BLACK HISTORY MONTH IS SUPER IMPORTANT, BUT TO ME, BLACK HISTORY HAPPENS
EACH AND EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. BUT MY ATTEMPT, AS I DO EVERY DAY, IS TO AMPLIFY
BLACK FACES, VOICES, AND STORIES. FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS, I'VEPARTNERED WITH
LUSH LIFE PRODUCTIONS EACH FEBRUARY TO DO JUST THAT. I'VE TRIED TO HIGHLIGHT
EVERY PERSON, PLACE, AND THING | COULD TO SHOWCASE BLACK TALENT ON THE
PORTLAND COCKTAIL WEEK AND CAMP RUNAMOK FB AND INSTAGRAM PAGES. THIS YEAR IS
SPECIAL BECAUSE WE WILL BE SPENDING TIME WITH SPIRITS BRANDS WHO PUT BLACK
LEADERS TO THE FRONT YEAR ROUND. TO PUT INTO CONTEXT HOW IMPORTANT THATIS,
THE 1ST BLACK PERSON IN THE UNITED STATES TO BE GRANTED A LICENSE TO MAKE LIQUOR
POST-PROHIBITION WASN'T UNTIL 2012 (JACKIE SUMMERS, ANYONE).

INORMALLY SPEND ALL MY TIME ON BROWN AND BALANCED (MAKE SURE YOU ARE
FOLLOWING THERE FOR SOME SPECIAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH CONTENT), BUT | COULDN'T

BE MORE EXCITED TO SPEND SOME TIME ON PDXCW AND SHARE BLACK STORIES!!!
“CUZI'MBLACK YALL, ANDI'MBLACK YALL, ANDI'MBLACKITY BLACK ANDI'MBLACK
YALL"”- ALLEN PAYNE AS DEADMIKE IN THE MOVIE CB4
Josh Davis
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Our Black Leadership in Spirits host
for the month of February

Josh Davis

Founder of Brown & Balanced

Brown & Balanced is a community organization that celebrates
and highlights Black hospitality professionais. It draws over 10,000
hospitality professionals annually and has over 300k views online.

Founded by Josh Davis, Brown & Balanced started as a series of pop-up bartending events to showcase
unseen talent. Currently, B&B hosts in-person events, and produces virtual live shows & social media
spotlights on Black talent; all while addressing social issues and celebrating Black culture. B&B has
also expanded to apparel to prioritize the conversation to Normalize Black Bartenders.

JOSHDAVIS AS A PROFESSIONAL HAS ALWAYS WORKED TO CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
BARTENDERS OF THE DIASPORA. AN 18-YEAR VETERAN OF THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY, JOSH HAS
LITERALLY STARTED FROM THEBOTTOM AND WORKED ALL THE WAY TO BEING NAMED THE 2022
BARTENDER OF THE YEAR. HE BELIEVES IN GOING TO HOMETOWNS, TRADE SHOWS, AND LOCAL GEMS
TO MAKE SURE THAT THE DOORS HE HAS PUSHED THROUGH REMAIN OPEN FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
THROUGH HIS WIDE REACH AND UNWAVERING ENERGY FOR CHANGE.







“DAVID IS AN EXCELLENT TEAM
PLAYER AND IS ALWAYS WILLING
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS.

HE IS VERY GOOD AT LONG-TERM
FORECASTING, KNOWLEDGEABLE
ABOUT THE MANUFACTURING
PROCESS, AND EXCELLENT AT
BLENDING WHICH ARE CRITICAL
FOR A BLENDER IN THE COMPLEX
RUM WORLD.”

=DR. JOY SPENCE,
MASTER BLENDER,
APPLETONESTATE
JAMAICA RUM
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Quality & Compliance Director/Senior Blender,
J. Wray & Nephew Limited

A CHEMIST BY TRADE, DAVID MORRISON JOINED THE J. WRAY
& NEPHEW TEAM IN 1999 AS A SENIOR ANALYST, WHERE HE
QUICKLY CLIMBED THE RANKS AND GAINED PROGRESSIVE
EXPERIENCE IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, FOOD SAFETY
MANAGEMENT, QUALITY ASSURANCE, PACKAGE AND LIQUID
DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION PLANNING AND PRODUCTION
OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT. HE WAS APPOINTED TO HIS
CURRENT ROLE AS QUALITY AND COMPLIANCE DIRECTOR IN
2016, WHERE HE OVERSEES STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT OF THE
COMPANY'S COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL QUALITY
AND FOOD SAFETY STANDARDS.
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DAVID'S NATURAL APTITUDE, TECHNICAL ABILITY, AND
COMMENDABLE INTERPERSONAL SKILLS ALSO EARNED HIM
THE TITLE OF SENIOR BLENDER AT APPLETON ESTATE
JAMAICA RUM. IN THIS ROLE, DAVID IS THE PLANNED
SUCCESSOR FOR MASTER BLENDER DR. JOY SPENCE, AND HE
TRAVELS THE GLOBE TO SHARE HIS PASSION FOR THE
APPLETON ESTATE BRAND.




































